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Reporters for the New York Daily News and experts on orgainized crime, Capeci and Mustain trace

the rise and bloody fall of Roy DeMeo, one of the most feared and brutal men of organized crime in

the U.S. They tell of cold-blooded murders for profit and pleasure. Photos.
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I used to live 3 blocks away from a bar called the Gemini Lounge in the Flatlands section of

Brooklyn. Little did I know that scenes of such ghastly brutality were taking place there such as body

dismemberment, drug and child pornography dealing, etc. If truth is stranger then fiction, then real

life horror stories are far worse then any fiction authors imagination. Roy DeMeo - one of the most

brutal, (who had a "relationship" with the equally revolting Irish mobsters called the "Westies")

conscienceless killers you will ever meet (hopefully only in print)- assembled a group of cretins from

the Flatlands/Canarsie neighborhoods he frequented that is so frightening in that we know we must

have passed such "ordinary" looking people many times on the street not having a clue as to their

deadly business. It frightens me that a simple argument over a parking spot, or being the proverbial

innocent bystander - can lead to such quick, brutal death. On a personal note, I once briefly met one

of DeMeo's crew a thug named Joey Testa who is a major player in the book, and I am not

surprosed to have read about him being a sadistic killer. This is really a book that is hard to put

down and a perfect antidote (along with "Wiseguys" called "Goodfellas"in the movie) to those like

Puzo who glamorize the mob. This book is a good companion book to T.J. English' book "The

Westies" and you will recognize many of the hoods in both books.



As a New York journalist, I had a passing acquaintance with the sinister reputation of the DeMeo

Crew of Canarsie. Once I started Murder Machine, I couldn't put it down. It literally cost me sleep,

both because I stayed up late reading and because I stayed up later cringing at this true story of

uncontrolled murder and unimaginable butchery. This story is told in an absorbing narrative. The

characters are introduced and fleshed out with layers of extraordinary detail, the result of insightful

reporting. The Soporanos is a nice fairy tale, but this is the mob as it lives and breathes in real life.

Read it and be afraid, very afraid. If you only can read one book about the mob in America, read this

one.

This is a true story of the Brooklyn DeMeo gang who specialized in murder during the 1970s and

80s and how they were finally brought to justice. Some of the information came from Dominick

Montiglio, a witness who testified against the mob. However, much of it is written from his point of

view and somehow managed to deny his direct involvement with any of the murders, therefore

making me wonder about every aspect of book's accuracy. It details his heroism in Vietnam, his

marriage and family life, and includes photos of him as a two-year old at his birthday party as well

as his 1965 high school graduation.There are no photos of course of the shocking and brutal

murders which are described in gruesome detail throughout the book. The realism was what was so

horrible, and opened my eyes to something that was going on right in my city which I was totally

unaware of. I still shudder when I think of it.For the time I was reading the book, it was like a bright

floodlight was shed on a part of New York City history which illuminated the criminal mob underbelly

of the times. Its clear writing style pulled no punches. The book was meant to shock and it delivered

on this promise and is certainly not for everybody. But for all those willing to explore this world from

the safety your armchair, I certainly recommend it.

Murder Machine is a book written in the brazen tradition of Wiseguys and the Westies. It provides

readers with a snapshot of street life, magnifies it, and follows it up with a sea of rich description.

The DeMeo Crew had to be the most vicious gang of killers in the history of the mob, and, despite

being loosely associated with the Gambino Family, there wasn't much organized about their criminal

nature. An arrest, an insult, a wrongly phrased statement, the mistake of being in the wrong place at

the wrong time could result in one getting whacked by the likes of Harvey "Chris" Rosenberg, the

Gemini twins, or Roy DeMeo himself. Books like these are important because if one refuses to study

foul, corrupt men then they willfully choose not to know the truth about human nature. The dealings



and interactions of this gang, as described by turncoat Dominick Montiglio, are juxtaposed with

those of the Castellano pre-Gotti Gambino Family in these pages and the ensuing portrait of the

mobsters is both revealing and entertaining. Indeed, the tale is so fast paced and action packed that

you'll be surprised you finish it as quickly as you do.

Muder Machine is by far the most unglamorous, bloddy, and probably most accurate book I have

ever read on The Mafia. Most mob books were written from the point of view of one turncoat

witness, who I believe tends to downplay their role or glamorize many aspects of being a wiseguy.

Jerry Capeci paints the mob for what it is. A collection of viciouse and greedy theives and

murderers. The book is essentially three books in one. The story of the brutal Demeo crew who

were officailly repsonsible for 75 murders, and probably committed more. The story of Domnick

Montiglio and his life growing up in That Life, and detailings of the inner political structure of the

Gambino family. Also, it was great to read a mob book which spent alot of time telling the stories of

the TRUE HEROES, the tireless police officers and The one DA who dedicate years to bringing

down this unholy crew. These people are not movie stars, they are viciouse killers who enjoyed their

work. The only reason I do not give the book the full 5 stars, is that so amny different characterss

drift in and out of the storyline that it is sometimes difficult to remember just who did what at times. It

was such an interesting read however, I will probably reread it, just to get the detials straight. If you

like The Mob or just True Crime stories, you will love Murder Machine.
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